
Working party progress
This autumn and winter we have finished planting 
saplings to improve the hedgerow along the length 
of Fuzzy Drove.  We’ll be taking a break from 
planting for a while now, to let what we have planted 
mature.

We have also planted 1500 native woodland bulbs 
(wood anemone, wild daffodil and lesser celandine).  
Hopefully these will start to spread and bring a 
carpet of yellow and white flowers to Fuzzy Drove 
every Spring.

Dormouse boxes
During March we have used our working parties to 
put up several dormouse nest boxes. Although there 
is currently no firm evidence of dormice living in the 
Drove, a specialist has been to assess the site and 
says there is no reason why these rare and beautiful 
little mammals would not want to live with us. There 
is already a colony about a mile away and they 
might migrate!  We hope that with somewhere good 
to live and all the variety of nuts, berries and nectar 
bearing plants that we have been nurturing, it may 
not be long before we have some new residents. 

If you spot a box 
(which looks very 
like a bird box) 
please do not touch 
it. Dormice are a 
species protected 
under law and you 
must have a special 
licence to be 
allowed to open or 
move a nest box. 

Get involved!
We are always delighted to see new volunteers at 
our working parties.

 Throughout the summer we will meet once a month 
on a Saturday (see our website, the Kempshott 
Kourier or Facebook for dates) at 10am on Fuzzy 
Drove beside the entrance to Petrel Croft.  Our 
working parties last for a maximum of 2 hours 
(including a coffee break).

If working parties aren’t your thing, there are lots of 
other ways you can support our work.  If you have 
skills in design, fund-raising or events organising, 
we would be delighted to have your support.  
Please let Sally, our secretary, know if you are 
interested in getting more involved 
(secretary@fuzzydrove.co.uk).
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Wildlife in Fuzzy Drove
Previous newsletters have focussed on the larger 
wildlife residents in Fuzzy Drove - hedgehogs and 
birds; but they wouldn’t be there without Fuzzy 
Drove also providing a habitat for some of the 
smallest residents. 

Our secretary attended a fascinating workshop on 
insects run by a widely respected expert, Bryan 
Pinchen.  She learnt about the importance of 
maintaining our sites in a way that will help insects 
overwinter. Every species seemed to have an 
individual preferred habitat.  She spent the morning 
in the classroom, identifying all sorts of beetles, 
bugs, bees and flies and then headed out into the 
cold to search about in grasses, plants and 
woodland to find as many of those as she could.  

The belt of woodland at the top of Old Down 
provided fallen logs and upright trees all hosting 
their own population of mini-beasts and Bryan 
explained, with some passion, the importance of 
tree ivy as a habitat for insects.

It was very reassuring to learn that the plants we are 
nurturing in Fuzzy Drove are all important for many 
types of creatures which not only live there in their 
own right, but provide a year-round food source for 
birds and small mammals.  The decaying wood and 
plants from years past also have a vital part to play 
and our dead hedges not only support invertebrates 
but provide a winter home for small mammals.

Committee discussions and actions
The committee has met four times since our last 
newsletter.  Committee discussions have covered 
working party plans, planning future grant 
applications and fundraising, and agreeing future 
priorities for the conservation group.  We were also 
pleased to host a visit from Charlie Dooley - the new 
BDBC Community Development Officer (Green 
Spaces) and Mick Hook, the new Chairman of 
Natural Basingstoke. We were able to give them 
both a thorough overview of our work and plans for 
the future. 

Goodbye to our Chairman
In March we said “Farewell” to our Chairman, Jenni 
Henderson, who has accepted a new job in 
Edinburgh. We are enormously grateful to Jenni for 
her tireless commitment to the conservation of 
Fuzzy Drove. She has guided the work with great 
wisdom and thoroughness, and we have 
appreciated her energy and enthusiasm for all our 
work and projects. She goes with our very best 
wishes for success in her new job, and our endless 
thanks ringing in her ears! 

For the time-being we will be running without a 
chairman, and we are very grateful to our committee 
members for taking on different aspects of the work 
that was previously done by Jenni.

Thank you to our volunteers
We are very grateful to the volunteers who support 
our work.  Thank you to everyone who has 
contributed to our work.

How to find out more
For more information about everything we do please 
see our website www.fuzzydrove.co.uk or our 
Facebook page - www.facebook.com/FuzzyDrove/

If you aren’t receiving this newsletter by email, and 
would like to be notified directly of Fuzzy Drove 
events, please email contact@fuzzydrove.co.uk to 
be added to our mailing list.
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