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Fuzzy Drove Conservation Group Hedgehog Survey May 2017 
 
Participant guidance 
 
Thank you very much for volunteering to participate in the first Fuzzy Drove Conservation 
Group hedgehog survey. 
 
These notes are intended to remind you how to do the initial tunnel set-up and what to do 
on each day of the survey. 
 
Contents of your tunnel survey kit: 
 
Participant guidance (this sheet)! 
 
1 survey tunnel 
1 tracking plate with 2 strips of masking tape 
2 tent pegs 
 
14 pieces of plain paper (labelled with location and day) 
8 paperclips 
1 plastic folder for completed footprint sheets 
 
1 set of instructions for the tunnel set up 
1 copy of the risk assessment 
1 set of reference footprint pictures 
 
1 tub of powder paint 
1 disposable container for mixing the ink 
1 disposable stirrer for mixing the ink and applying it to the survey strips 
 
1 bag of hedgehog food (sufficient for 7 days surveying) 
1 dish for placing food in the tunnel 
 
7 pairs of nitrile gloves 
 
In addition, you will need a small amount of kitchen vegetable oil to mix up the ink. 
 
Initial set-up 
 
1. Fold the tunnel into a triangle shape, using the tabs to secure the structure together. 
2. Place the tunnel parallel to a fence or hedge line, on soil or grass.   
3. Push a tent peg in at each end of the tunnel (in one corner of the edge) to keep the 

tunnel anchored to the ground.  (To minimise the risk of exposure to soil-borne 
organisms it is recommended you wear gardening gloves for this step and wash your 
hands at the completion of the set-up process). 

4. Prepare the tracking plate as follows: 
a. Place the tracking plate at one end of the tunnel; 
b. Fix the two sheets of A4 paper (labelled day 1) to each end of the tracking plate 

using a paperclip to secure each corner of the pieces of paper; 
c. Mix up the ink (one teaspoon of powder with one teaspoon of kitchen vegetable 

oil) in the disposable container using the disposable stirrer; 
d. Spread the ink to cover each of the two masking tape strips; 
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e. If you have ink left over at this stage you can cover the pot with cling film and 
store in a safe location; 

f. Place a handful of hedgehog food in the dish and place this at the centre of the 
tracking plate; 

g. The picture below shows how the tracking plate should now look. 
h. Slide the tracking plate into the tunnel (take care not to get any ink on yourself!). 

. 
 
Daily check routine 
 
If you can, on a daily basis (anytime before dusk) for the seven days of the survey period, 
you will need to check the tunnel as follows (it is recommended you wear nitrile gloves for 
the daily checks to minimise the risk of exposure to any mammal borne diseases, and 
wash your hands on completion of the checking routine): 
1. Check the tunnel is empty. 
2. Slide the tracking plate out of the base of the tunnel. 
3. Remove the two sheets of paper and store them in the clear plastic folder. 
4. Put the next day’s survey sheets and use the paperclips to secure them to the tracking 

plate. 
5. Confirm if the ink is still wet.  If not, add some more ink to the masking tape strips. 
6. If the hedgehog food has been eaten, add another handful to the dish. 
7. Slide the tracking plate back into the tunnel. 
 
After 7 days 
 
At the end of the survey week a Fuzzy Drove Conservation Group committee member will 
retrieve the tunnel (which will be cleaned and stored for future use) and the sets of paper 
with footprints (which will be electronically scanned for further analysis).   
 
After the survey is complete, we recommend you dispose of all other materials used as 
part of the survey (gloves, ink mixing pot and stirrer). 
 


