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Fuzzy Drove Conservation Group Conservation Management Plan 
 
Version 1 - June 2015 
 
1. Introduction 

 
This Conservation Management Plan describes the Fuzzy Drove site; it details 
the activities required to preserve and enhance the wildlife value of the site; and 
defines an outline work programme. 
 
This plan has been written by Fuzzy Drove Conservation Group and covers the 
period from 2015-2020.   This plan has been endorsed by the Green Spaces 
Community Development Officer at Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council.  In 
developing this plan Fuzzy Drove Conservation Group has referred extensively to 
the Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre Fuzzy Drove Site Survey (Ralphs, 
20131) and has had expert input from qualified ecologists at Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Council.  
 

2. Description 
 
Site: Fuzzy Drove is an old wooded drove road, situated on the western edge of 
Kempshott.  It is long narrow site which runs between two housing estates 
stretching from Kempshott Lane at its North-East end, to the cycle path on the 
Roman Road at its South-West end.  The site is approximately 600m long and 
between 10m and 20m wide.  The total site area is 0.77ha.  See Figure 1 for a 
plan for Fuzzy Drove. Fuzzy Drove is owned by Hampshire Highways but the 
trees are maintained by BDBC.  Fuzzy Drove is a restricted byway for 
approximately half its length (between Kempshott Lane and the bollards beside 1 
Fuzzy Drove), then it is a Bridleway between the bollards and the cycle path.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 1:  Plan of Fuzzy Drove 

 

Ke
m

ps
ho

tt 
La

ne
 

N 



Fuzzy Drove Conservation Group/Plan/v1  June 2015 2 

Planting:  Fuzzy Drove comprises stretches of hedgerow species, mainly hazel 
(Corylus avellana) and hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), planted sparsely along 
the drove.  Some coppicing has taken place but many of the larger 
hazel/hawthorn stands have not been coppiced for many years. There are 
significant gaps in the hedgerow where scrub clearance or tree felling has taken 
place and these areas are dominated by stinging nettle (Urtica dioica). The 
hedgerow contains mature trees predominantly of oak (Quercus sp.) and ash 
(Fraxinus excelsior), especially towards the western end of the drove.  Other 
abundant species within the hedgerow include elder (Sambucus nigra) and holly 
(Ilex aquifolium).  Details of all the species present in Fuzzy Drove are 
documented in the Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre survey (reference 
1). 
 
Wildlife (protected species) potential:  A number of mature trees are known to 
be home to bat roosts. Although no dormice have been recorded on Fuzzy 
Drove, they have been recorded nearby - therefore the site could have potential 
for this species.   
 

3. Aim of Fuzzy Drove Conservation Group 
 
Fuzzy Drove Conservation Group aims to preserve this ancient route for the 
benefit of future generations by maintaining and enhancing the trees, hedgerows 
and vegetation and encouraging a diverse wildlife habitat.  
 

4. Conservation Activities 
 
To deliver our aim, Fuzzy Drove Conservation Group will seek to improve the 
native species diversity and structure of the hedgerow with the aim of enhancing 
the habitat for dormice, birds, other small mammals, invertebrates and butterflies. 
We plan to deliver this improvement by undertaking the following activities: 
 
Planting  
There are significant gaps along the drove where native hedgerow species 
should be planted.  A general policy of infilling will be employed.  The ground will 
be cleared of vegetation before planting and non-native species will be removed 
wherever possible. 
 
All hedgerow species planted should be those that are already present in Fuzzy 
Drove.  Planting should take place in late autumn/winter.  Planting up gaps can 
be done in conjunction with coppicing as this will give the new plants minimum 
competition.    
 
Ground cover planting of native wildflowers will also be undertaken. 
 
All planting will be in keeping with the current style and feel of Fuzzy Drove. 
 
After care  
The council does not have the resources to carry out additional maintenance of 
newly planted areas; therefore, Fuzzy Drove Conservation Group is responsible 
for the aftercare of new plantings.  Weeds and grass compete fiercely with newly 
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planted trees for moisture and nutrients, so the ground around the base of the 
saplings needs to be kept clear for at least three years to provide good growing 
conditions.  Grass and weeds will be pulled up by hand, and topped-up with 
mulch if possible.  In the event of a dry spring or summer the new saplings will be 
watered, especially during their first year of establishment.    
 
Coppicing  
Coppicing is needed on many of the hazel and hawthorn stands. Coppicing 
reduces breeding opportunities for birds in the few years immediately after 
management.  Due to this fact and given that Fuzzy Drove is a relatively small 
site, coppicing will be undertaken gradually over many years rather than 
managing large sections in one year. Fuzzy Drove Conservation Group 
volunteers will only coppice the smaller hazel and hawthorn stands as we do not 
have the equipment or the expertise to deal with those that are the size of a 
medium tree. 
 
Dead-hedge creation 
The arisings from any coppicing activity will be used to create dead hedges at 
intervals along Fuzzy Drove.  These provide an excellent habitat for invertebrates 
and small mammals.   
 
Hedgerow trimming 
Trimming will take place in January or February to avoid the bird nesting season 
(March to August) and to allow any berry crop to be used by wintering 
birds.  Annual cutting back to the same point will, over time, be detrimental to the 
hedgerow.  Cutting every two or three years will allow the hedgerow to develop 
the second and third year growth necessary for shrubs to flower and fruit.  The 
cutting height should be raised incrementally; however, due to the proximity of 
the houses the hedgerow will be kept at a reasonably low height so as not to 
cause shading problems. 
 
Surveys  
A series of surveys to capture the species present on site will be undertaken.  
Fuzzy Drove Conservation Group will undertake a survey on at least one of the 
following aspects each year for the next five years: trees; hedgerow species; 
ground flora; small mammals, birds, butterflies. 
 
Encouraging wildlife 
Expert advice will be sought on what else Fuzzy Drove Conservation Group could 
do to encourage dormice, birds and other endangered species (e.g. hedgehogs) 
into Fuzzy Drove.  Examples could include installing bird boxes, improving 
hedgehog access etc. 
 
Other activities 
The site will be cleared of litter on a regular basis.  Dog excrement in the path will 
be picked up.  
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Other considerations  
 
Local residents  
Fuzzy Drove is adjacent to a number of houses.  All the addresses adjacent to 
Fuzzy Drove have been identified and a plan created that shows the Fuzzy Drove 
boundary for each address.  Fuzzy Drove Conservation Group has agreed an 
approach with BDBC where it will inform residents when work is proposed 
outside their property and invite their comments. If residents object to the 
proposed work then it will not take place. 
 
Access 
Any works or activities should not compromise the primary use of the drove as a 
restricted byway and bridleway. In particular the width of the track will be 
sustained to allow the residents of 1 Fuzzy Drove and any other parties who have 
the right of vehicular access to the restricted byway to access Fuzzy Drove 
without constraint.  The bridleway section of the track will be sustained at a width 
to allow Council operatives to access that part of Fuzzy Drove for tree-works if 
required.  

 
5. Conservation work programme 
 

Fuzzy Drove Conservation Group will aim to undertake a working party once a 
fortnight for two hours.  The amount of work that can be accomplished in this time 
period will depend on the number of volunteers that attend and the success of 
fund-raising activities to enable the purchase of any items (plants, tools etc.) 
required.  The specific activities we can undertake will depend on the time of 
year. 
 
Spring and Summer:  In the spring and summer (April to mid Sept) we will 
only undertake limited work to ensure we are not disrupting wildlife.  We will:  

• clear weeds from around new plants, mulch and transplant as 
required;  

• plant small items such as native bulbs;  
• install any recommended infrastructure (e.g. bird boxes); 
• litter-pick; 
• undertake survey activities. 

 
Autumn/Winter:  In the autumn and winter (Mid Sept – March) we will: 

• clear overgrown areas of nettles and brambles; 
• remove non-native species; 
• undertake new planting; 
• coppice hazel and hawthorn stands (on a seven-year rotation); 
• create dead-hedges; 
• prune our existing planting for height management where 

appropriate; 
• plus continue to undertake the activities identified above from 

Spring/Summer. 
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When we undertake conservation activities we will:  
• ensure each working party is led by a trained working party leader; 
• work within a suitable risk assessment; 
• ensure that residents’ access to their property boundaries and gates 

(if applicable) is maintained; 
• not work within 1m of property boundaries; 
• not interfere with boundary fences or compromise things which 

householders feel would affect the security of their property;  
• not use chemicals (herbicides/pesticides); 
• not undertake any work over a height of 2 metres (such as tree 

surgery) which is properly the remit of Council staff and/or 
contractors; 

• not use power tools to support our work. 
 

Overall timescales 
 
As noted above, the rate at which we can accomplish the planned activities 
is dependent on the number of volunteers that attend working parties and 
the availability of funding.  However, our aspiration is that, by the end of the 
five-year period of this plan, we will have filled-in all the gaps in the 
hedgerow in Fuzzy Drove (subject to the agreement of individual boundary 
households for work to take place outside their boundary); whilst ensuring 
that what we have planted is also appropriately maintained.  
 
Ahead of each Annual General Meeting a review of progress will be 
undertaken and the specific areas of Fuzzy Drove that activities is proposed 
to take place in during the following year will be identified.  These areas will 
only ever be a guide as they depend on agreement from the boundary 
household and, depending on the pace of progress, we may not manage to 
undertake work in all the areas proposed.  
 

6. References: 
 
1. Ralphs I, 2013: Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre Survey 

Summary – Fuzzy Drove, file reference 54-0307 
 


