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“Please do not put yourself at any risk if you witness
an incident. Do not approach any person you suspect
of fly-tipping, your personal safety is always the most
important thing.”
In the next quarter (January - March 2016) we plan
to finish the areas we have started this year and
work behind Auklet Close and at the end of Jackdaw
Close. Individual residents who have a boundary with
our planned working party areas and all residents in
Jackdaw Close have received an individual consultation
letter inviting comments before we start work.
The plan below shows the areas we have already
planted (in green) and the areas we plan to work on in
the next quarter (in yellow).

Wishing all our supporters a very
merry Christmas and a peaceful New
Year.
Working party progress and plans
We have held five working parties from OctoberDecember and have made really good progress
clearing some of the ground behind Petrel Croft, Wren
Close and Cormorant Close. We’ve planted over 50
new hedgerow saplings – a mixture of hazel, hawthorn,
dogwood, dog rose, elder and blackthorn.

In a few years fans of sloe gin, rose hip syrup and
elderflower cordial/champagne will have a source of the
raw material on their doorstep!
One thing that has made our working parties a bit
more difficult has been the presence of some green
flytipping along the Drove. Moving piles of garden
rubbish before we can start work adds considerably to
our workload! We’d therefore be very grateful if local
residents could keep an eye on their boundaries, and
report any flytipping to the Council. More details of how
to do this can be found at basingstoke.gov.uk/flytipping.
We would, however, reiterate the advice from the
Council website:
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Community engagement

Wildlife

We are always keen to meet local residents and talk
to them about the work we are doing. Our working
parties provide a great opportunity to meet the wide
variety of people who use Fuzzy Drove. We also held
a well-attended mince pies and mulled wine event in
December to thank everyone who supports us locally.

Fuzzy Drove is fortunate to be home to some bats.
Bats play an essential part in the natural world and
are indicators of a healthy environment. We aren’t
completely sure what the species are that live in
Fuzzy Drove and we hope to organise a bat evening
sometime in the summer with a local bat expert to help
us identify the bats and learn more about what we can
do to support them. If you are interested in finding out
more about bats please see the Bat Conservation Trust
website bats.org.uk.

Our next community event will be an Easter Treasure
Hunt. This will be held on the 19th March 2016 at 2pm.
An invitation and further details will be circulated to all
our supporters nearer the time.

Committee discussions and actions
The Fuzzy Drove Conservation Group committee
consists of four positions: Chairman, Secretary,
Treasurer and Local Groups Liaison Officer. The
Green Spaces Community Development Officer from
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council also attends
most meetings.
The committee has met three times since our last
newsletter and committee discussions have covered:
working party plans; planning community events and
attendance at local awareness raising opportunities
(e.g. Kempshott Festival); transferring our website
hosting and revamping the website; identifying sources

for suitable wild woodland bulbs to further enhance the
planting in Fuzzy Drove; considering the need for future
grant applications; and planning our tree-survey (which
is due to take place February 2016).
We have been very grateful to receive a number of
the basic tools and safety equipment we need to carry
out our work from Basingstoke and Deane Borough
Council. We’re very proud of hi-vis tabards, as the
working party ‘selfie’ shows!
Three of our committee members now hold an
Emergency First Aid at Work certificate. Although it is
not a requirement of our insurance to have a qualified
first-aider available at working parties, it was deemed
prudent to have one available whenever possible.
Two of our committee members have also undertaken
tree survey training, learning to identify common tree
diseases, so that we can create an accurate record of
the health of the Fuzzy Drove trees in 2016.
We are also very grateful to the volunteers who support
our work. The total hours spent volunteering on Fuzzy
Drove (working parties, committee meetings, events,
admin etc) was over 100 hours this quarter.

How to get involved
We are always keen to see new faces at our working
parties. Our working party dates in the next quarter are:
9th and 23rd January, 27th February, 12th March and
the 2nd April. We meet at 10am at the entrance from
Fuzzy Drove to Petrel Croft, for two hours. Further
details can be found at fuzzydrove.co.uk/Fuzzy_Drove_
Conservation_Group/Working_parties.html

More information
For more information about everything we do please
see our website: fuzzydrove.co.uk
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