
Working party progress
We have now held our last working party of the 
Autumn/Winter season and we’re delighted with the 
progress we have made over the last few months.  
The plan below shows in green the areas we have 
cleared and replanted.

There will be no more clearing of new areas or 
planting of shrubs until Autumn 2016 as we don’t 
want to disturb nesting birds throughout the Spring 
and Summer.

Working party plans
Working parties continue throughout the spring and 
summer to undertake work such as keeping our 
newly planted areas clear from weeds, litter-picking, 
tree-surveying and some planting of smaller ground 
cover plants.  Further details can be found on the 
working parties page at www.fuzzydrove.co.uk

We will be making plans for the areas we want to 
work on next Autumn/Winter and individual residents 
who have a boundary with our planned working 
party areas will (as always) receive an individual 
consultation letter later in the summer, inviting 
comments before we start work.

Community engagement
We are always keen to meet local residents and talk 
to them about the work we are doing.  We were very 
pleased with the success of our Easter Treasure 
Hunt which was held on 19th March 2016.  Over 20 
children took part, and we were very pleased to also 
have the Mayor attend, as part of her current 
programme of activities and visits to raise the profile 
of volunteering in the Borough.   

We would like to thank Kempshott (Premier) Stores 
in Pack Lane, and one of our local supporters, for 
their generous donations of chocolate egg prizes to 
support the event.  We raised over £30 and these 
sorts of sums of money are just what we need to 
keep us equipped with all the sundries we need to 
support the working parties (e.g. gloves and cane-
toppers).

We hope to run a similar event in the Autumn.  
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We are also planning to hold a public Annual 
General Meeting.  This will be held at Kempshott 
Village Hall at 1930 on 27th June 2016.   We hope 
to see you there.

If you would like to be notified directly of Fuzzy 
Drove events, or if you have received this newsletter 
through your letterbox and would prefer to receive it 
electronically, please email our secretary: 
contact@fuzzydrove.co.uk to be added to our 
mailing list.

Committee discussions and actions
The committee has met three times since our last 
newsletter.  Committee discussions have covered: 
working party plans; supporting local initiatives (such 
as green corridors planning and reducing fly-tipping) 
and planning community events and attendance at 
local awareness raising opportunities (e.g. 
Kempshott Festival).  

Three of our committee members have now 
attended Working Party Leader training and are 
looking forward to using their new skills at future 
working parties.

Local Nature Reserve?
Following a suggestion by one of our supporters, we 
have investigated the possibility of seeking to have 
Fuzzy Drove designated as a local nature reserve 
(LNR).  The Committee has decided not to pursue 
this for two reasons:

1. We have been advised that the guidance for 
LNRs suggests that it is unlikely a site under 2ha 
(which Fuzzy Drove is) will provide the 
experience of a nature reserve and sites under 
this size will only be considered in exceptional 
circumstances. As a committee we do not 
believe that there are the exceptional 
circumstances to make a strong case.

2. As Fuzzy Drove is primarily designated as a 
public right of way (being a restricted byway for 
part of its length), it is not considered to be 
primarily managed for nature conservation. 
Fuzzy Drove does represent a place where 
people can enjoy nature - but this is not the 
same as being a nature reserve which does 
need to demonstrate it is primarily managed for 
the purposes of nature conservation.

Given these two factors we believe there would be a 
very low chance of success if we were to pursue this 
further and have therefore decided as a committee 
that it is not the best use of the limited time we have 
available to devote to Fuzzy Drove.

The EU and the Environment
If you are interested in understanding more about 
the impact of the EU referendum on environmental 
issues, a useful summary report can be found at:  
www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/3744-
eureferendumsummarylores.pdf

Thank you to our volunteers
We are very grateful to the volunteers who support 
our work.  The total time spent volunteering on 
Fuzzy Drove (working parties, committee meetings, 
events, admin etc) was a fantastic 104.5 hours this 
quarter.

Wildlife
We would love to have a better record of the wildlife 
that makes Fuzzy Drove its home and we 
encourage everyone who uses Fuzzy Drove to keep 
their eyes open and report any interesting wildlife 
sightings to us.  Please just email us saying what 
you saw, together with the date and the time, to our 
email address hedgehog@fuzzydrove.co.uk.  If you 
manage to take a photo and include it in the email 
that would be even better!

How to get involved
For more information about everything we do please 
see our website www.fuzzydrove.co.uk. 
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