
Working party progress
Our Autumn/Winter working parties are underway.  
We are due to be clearing some nettles (not all of 
them - as they are an important habitat) to make 
space for new planting behind Bittern Close and 
Kempshott Gardens.    

We will be planting a mixture of native hedgerow 
plants (including hawthorn, blackthorn and hazel) 
and appropriate ground cover plants (including wild 
daffodils, wild garlic and wood anemone).

Dormouse news
We were very pleased to host a visit from 
the Chairman of the Hampshire Dormouse 
Group to Fuzzy Drove during the summer.  
We are keen to understand what we can do 
to make Fuzzy Drove a hospitable 
environment for dormice.  The last working 
party sifted through hazel nut shells under 
our existing trees to see if we could find any 
that had been nibbled in a distinctive way.  
We have sent off some samples for the 
expert to look at and we are waiting to hear 
back.

We are currently applying for a grant to 
enable us to install dormouse houses in 
Fuzzy Drove.  They look a little like bird nest 
boxes - except the entrance is against the 
tree trunk, not in front.  

It is illegal to check dormouse boxes without 
a Natural England licence if there is a 
possibility that dormice might be using them; 
so we will be working with trained experts, 
once they are installed, to monitor their 
inhabitants.
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Coppicing
Our Secretary has now completed a coppicing 
course.  Many thanks to the Oakley Woodland 
Group for putting the course on.  She will be passing 
on her knowledge at one of our working parties 
before Christmas, then we can start to coppice 
some of the very overgrown hazel plants in Fuzzy 
Drove in the New Year.  This is important for the 
health of the plant and creates a better habitat for 
wildlife.  We will discuss any coppicing plans with 
individual householders before we coppice any 
hazel plants outside their property.

We plan to use some of the material we generate 
from coppicing to create some ‘dead hedges’.  
These are fantastic wildlife habitats for small birds 
and insects.

Annual General Meeting Minutes
The minutes from our AGM in June are now 
available on our website 

http://www.fuzzydrove.co.uk/
Fuzzy_Drove_Conservation_Group/
Public_meeting.html 

Community engagement
We were very pleased with the attendance at our 
Autumn Children’s Fuzzy Drove Forage on Saturday 
29th October 2016.  The weather was kind to us, 
with the early morning drizzle having dried up by the 
afternoon.  The children had two treasure hunts to 
take part in.  The first was hunting for pictures of 
wildlife, leaves and seeds to identify which one was 
missing from the sheet of things to find.  The second 
involved solving numbered clues at various locations 
on Fuzzy Drove, found via a treasure map, to find 
the letters to make a wildlife related word.  

Twenty-six children took part and everyone seemed 
to have fun.  Once they had successfully completed 
the treasure hunts the children could claim their 
prize - a bag of sweets in a homemade Fuzzy Drove 
bag, a certificate and some Nature Detectives 
activity sheets to fill in at home.  

Many thanks to the volunteers who gave up their 
time to come and support the event; and to 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council for printing 
all the materials and supporting on the day.

How to get involved
For more information about everything we do please 
see our website www.fuzzydrove.co.uk. 

If you would like to be notified directly of Fuzzy 
Drove events, or if you have received this newsletter 
through your letterbox and would prefer to receive it 
electronically, please email our secretary: 
contact@fuzzydrove.co.uk to be added to our 
mailing list.
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