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Working party progress

Working party plans

We were very grateful to receive a grant from the
Four Lanes Trust; this enabled us to buy over 300
young plants, some more tools and the survey
equipment for our planned hedgehog survey (see
over for details). The plan below shows in green the
areas we have cleared and replanted since October
2016. We have also coppiced a number of hazels
and created several dead hedges.

There will be no more clearing of new areas or
planting of shrubs until Autumn 2017 as we don’t
want to disturb nesting birds throughout the Spring
and Summer. However working parties do continue
throughout the spring and summer to keep our
newly planted areas clear from weeds. Dates can
be found on the 'events and activities’ page at
www.fuzzydrove.co.uk or on our Facebook page.

included robins, sparrows, wood pigeons, blue tits,
blackbirds, carrion crows, great tits, song thrushes,
starlings, wrens, collared doves, chaffinches and
something that we hadn’t seen before in Fuzzy
Drove – bullfinches. A pair of red kites also flew
overhead. We are always interested to know about
wildlife sightings in Fuzzy Drove - please email us
via hedgehog@fuzzydrove.co.uk or post to our
Facebook page.

We will be making plans for the areas we want to
work on next Autumn/Winter and individual residents
who have a boundary with our planned working
party areas will (as always) receive an individual
consultation letter later in the summer, inviting
comments before we start work.

Wildlife in Fuzzy Drove
Many thanks to our supporters who took part in the
RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch at the end of January,
and forwarded their results on to us. We thought it
was a simple way of starting to create a record of
the birds that Fuzzy Drove supports. We were very
pleased with the diversity of birds spotted which
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Dormice and Hedgehogs opportunities to get involved

Thank you to our volunteers

Our grant from the Four Lanes Trust also included
the money to purchase a number of dormouse
boxes. The local dormouse expert has confirmed
that Fuzzy Drove is an ideal habitat for dormice and,
if we provide good accommodation for them, we can
improve our chances of creating a dormouse
population in Fuzzy Drove. We had planned to buy
our dormouse boxes from the People’s Trust for
Endangered Species but they have been
experiencing some supply problems so we have
decided to buy the material and make our own.
If you have woodworking
skills and would be
interested in making a
dormouse box for us please
let us know via
contact@fuzzydrove.co.uk
We have a template to use
and will provide all
materials.
Another opportunity to support our work with wildlife
this Spring will be to get involved in our hedgehog
survey. We will be placing a number of small plastic
survey tunnels in Fuzzy Drove and in a few gardens
adjacent to Fuzzy Drove. The survey tunnels are
completely benign - animals walk through them
overnight to eat the food placed in the middle and
leave a footprint trail. We will collect the footprint
papers each day of the survey period and look for
hedgehog prints. If you are interested in being
involved in helping with the survey (training will be
given) then please let us know via
contact@fuzzydrove.co.uk

Community Engagement
We will be holding our public Annual General
Meeting at Kempshott Village Hall on 26th June
2017 at 7:30pm. We hope to see you there.
We also plan to hold a bat themed treasure hunt
style event in the early summer.
If you would like to be notified directly of Fuzzy
Drove events, or if you have received this newsletter
through your letterbox and would prefer to receive it
electronically, please email our secretary:
contact@fuzzydrove.co.uk to be added to our
mailing list.

Committee discussions and actions
The committee has met five times since our last
newsletter. Committee discussions have covered:
putting together our grant application; working party
plans; adjusting our policies to account for the fact
that we now have some children attending our
working parties; and planning community events.
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We are very grateful to the volunteers who support
our work. The total time spent volunteering on
Fuzzy Drove (working parties, committee meetings,
events, admin etc) has been a fantastic 261 hours
over our Autumn/Winter season. We are also
delighted to have had some children (accompanied
by a parent) join our working parties. Children are
very welcome at our working parties but they must
be accompanied by a responsible adult. If you plan
to bring a child to a working party please do let us
know in advance via contact@fuzzydrove.co.uk so
we can make sure we have sufficient safety
equipment sized for children and can plan activities
that are suitable for children to participate in.

A special thank you
This month we would like to say a particular thank
you to Zoe Channon, the Community Development
Officer for Green Spaces at Basingstoke and Deane
Borough Council. Zoe has been a stalwart
supporter of our work and we wouldn’t be where we
are today without her support. Zoe is moving on to
a new role with Surrey Wildlife Trust. We wish her
lots of luck in her new role but we will miss her!

How to get involved
For more information about everything we do please
see our website www.fuzzydrove.co.uk or our
Facebook page - www.facebook.com/FuzzyDrove

